


Session 3 
National Initiatives, Local 

Implementation



HUD/DOT/EPA/USDA 
Partnership for  Sustainable Communities
October 26, 2011

Session 3:
National Programs 

Local Implementation
REGION 4

http://www.usda.gov/�
http://www.hud.gov/�


Session Goals
In this 30 minute session  we will: 
• Hear about how several partner agencies are 

incorporating "sustainability“ principles into their 
core programs.

• Learn how Region 4 agencies are implementing 
the concept of “sustainability” in their technical 
assistance, grants and outreach activities.

• Ask those on the phone and in Atlanta to offer 
ideas and discuss their investments.
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National

HUD Programs
Providing  “Green” Public Housing

•Energy Efficiency & Water Conservation

•Energy Star Appliance Installations

• Renewable  Energy &  Green  Construction Practices 
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Region 4 

HUD Implementation
CASE STUDIES

•Housing Authority of Owensboro, KY

•Housing Authority of  Henderson, KY

National Programs – Local Implementation

http://www.hud.gov/�


National 

DOT Initiatives
FTA SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES FUNDING:

•Strengthening the link between transit planning and 
community planning.
•Increasing access to employment, education facilities, and 
other community destinations
•Stimulating increased participation
•Leveraging resources

Tools
•FTA Sustainability Toolkit
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ways that prospective grantees can apply for Sustainable Communities funding from FTA’s routine discretionary or formula funding programs

Strengthening the link between transit planning and community planning, including land use policies and urban design, supporting the use of transit and ultimately providing physical assets that better meet community needs.
Stimulating increased participation by community organizations and residents, minority and low-income residents, small and minority businesses, persons with disabilities, and the elderly in the planning and design process.
Increasing access to employment, education facilities, and other community destinations through high-quality, community-oriented, technologically innovative transit services and facilities.
Leveraging resources available through other Federal, State, and local programs.   




National

DOT Initiatives
FHWA
•Life Cycle Costs
•Green Streets
•Green Highway Partnership
•Sustainable Highway
•Context Sensitive Design

•Tools
•FHWA Performance Measures for Livability 
(coming soon)
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LIFE CYCLE COSTS
Economic analysis tool
Project cost
Opportunities to save money 
Expenditures 
Life time User Cost 
Economic analysis tool that allows transportation officials to quantify the differential cost of different investment options for a given project. 
It is a broad scope of what the project would be costing and where the opportunities to save money on those projects exist, and consider the expenditures and the user cost throughout the life of an alternative. 

GREEN STREETS
USDOT, USEPA and the US Forest Service.  
Uses natural systems for storm water management. 
Benefits:
aesthetically pleasing
heat island reduction or minimization. 
Uses natural systems for storm water management. This includes swells and protected boxes containing trees, bushes, shrubs and grasses, into which rainwater and storm water is funneled. One additional benefit is that it is aesthetically pleasing. A second is that they do have an effect of heat island reduction or minimization. 

GREEN HIGHWAYS PARTNERSHIP 
USDOT, the State DOTs, and USEPA. 
Applies different methods to projects around pavements, the use of pavements, storm water control, storm water management and a number of other activities.  
www.greenhighwayspartnership.org

SUSTAINABLE HIGHWAY
Allows for basic access and development needs consistent with human and ecosystem goals
 Allows for transport mode and choice regardless of age and ability, are affordable, and operate efficiently, limits emissions, and use new and non-renewable resources
Applicable in urban, suburban or rural areas and can be applied to all functional classifications.


CONTEXT SENSITIVE SOLUTIONS (CSS)
Considers the total context within which a transportation improvement project exists. 
Process as well as an outcome. 
An interdisciplinary collaboration of technical professionals and local community groups, landowners, facility users, and the general public, who lives and work near transportation facility or use them.  
Agencies gain an understanding and appreciation of the community values










National

USDA Initiatives
USDA has over 40 loan/grant programs

•Water and Sewer
•Home Loans/Home Repair Grants
•Community Facilities
•Energy Efficiency/Energy Production Grants

National Programs – Local Implementation

http://www.usda.gov/�


Region 4

USDA Implementation
•Walmart Renovated to became a Health   Dept

•Haywood County, NC

•Self Help Housing

•Town Hall Police Department
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National 

EPA Initiatives
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• Required States to set aside 20% of ARRA funds 
for “green” infrastructure investments made 
through State Revolving Loan  Funds

• More investment in community-level assistance 
such as Greening America’s Capitals, Building 
Blocks

• Supporting FEMA disaster response with 
sustainable communities approaches



• Considering how  to relate PSC activities and 
outcomes to the annual measures we report on

• Evaluating need for training on sustainability 

• Re-organization will place Sustainability 
coordination within the Regional Administrator’s 
Office

Region 4

EPA Implementation
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•Training needs within agencies

• Providing more outreach to our 
state and local partners 

•Better  coordination  among federal 
partners to enhance project success 

Challenges

National Programs – Local Implementation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
common challenges the federal partners identified--e.g., training needs in the agency, more outreach, etc.  This includes EPA, FTA, FHWA, HUD and USDA.



• We hope to better incorporate sustainability into 
performance measures and expectations for all our 
core programs so that the approach will be a part of 
our daily routine and become a way of life.

• What are doing to move the ball down the field?  
Please share your activities

c
Summary
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